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In Her Shoes

How one job fair made a différence

for housewives seeking work
f

The Simple Life
Take a stroll down the last
surviving kampong in Singapore
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Hari Raya Puasa is here again.
But how much do you know

about the festival?
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RESTROOM ASSOCIATION
SINGAPORE (RAS)

WHY just complain about public toilets when you can do
something about it?

That's the driving spirit behind the Restroom Association
(Singapore). Founded in 1998 by concerned members of the
public, the RAS has since become a force to be reckoned with.

Its founder Jack Sim has tackled dirty issues such as the fact
that the height of most urinals and wash basins are not child-
friendly and lobbied for more loos for ladies. He and his team of
volunteers have even visited numerous loos islandwide, just to
come up with star ratings for tip-top toilets.

Their passion for clean toilets has resulted in a worldwide
initiative with the setting up the World Toilet Organization in 2001
-right here in Singapore.

These guys are so serious about the loo business that a World
Toilet College (WTC) was born to train those who work in the
cleaning industry.

Those who volunteer with the association are dedicated and
passionate — none more so than its current president Tan Puay Hoon.

Her involvement with the association began, she says, because
she “complained a lot”.

“I would always contact the RAS and tell them about the dirty

toilets I've been to. So one day Jack told me, ‘Since you complain so

much, you should join us!” she relates, laughing.

on the association’s various educational pro‘gramrh
schools as well as for the public. ]

She is now on the lookout for volunteers for
association’s next big “loo campaign” which will
by year-end. S
By 2010, the association hopes to get 70 per cel
toilets here to a desirable level of cleanliness. “We
volunteers for our outreach community events, :
the word about our campaign,” says Puay Hoon.

The association plans to create a dedicated
website for people to nominate both exempla
excessively dirty ones. -

“We will need everyone to pitcl
their bit if they, too, want to be able:
a public restroom and feel assured
be clean,” she says. : §

Volunteer snippets:

+ You must be passionate about
preserving Singapore’s cleanliness

« You must be be able to commit from -

end 2007 onwards, when the RAS rolls
out its next big campaign

« Contact RAS (Blk 2 Balestier Rd, #03-
679) at 6297 9824 or info@toilet.org.
sg. Visit www.toilet.org.sg



