PEEP HOLES IN MEN’S TOILET AT PEARL’S CENTRE

Shop owner says:

LOOKING THROUGH:
(Above, right) One of the

peep holes in the toilet (above)
in Pearl’s Centre. When The
New Paper went there
yesterday, the holes have
heen sealed.
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EEP holes in a public toilet?
P Yes, you can find them in the male toilet on the
second storey of Pearl’s Centre at Eu Tong Sen
Streetin Chinatown.

When The New Paper visited the toilet yesterday, we
found at least three peep holes in the walls of the five
cubicles, but theywere sealed.

One shop owner, Mr Chua Tik Tin, 70, said the peep
holes made him feel uncomfortable because “someone
could be watching me while I am in the toilet”.

He added: “If someovne in the next cubicle tries to
peep at me, | would give them a stern look and hope
theywould stop.”

Mr Chua, who has run a shop there for seven years,
claimed that imen also tricd to peep at him while he was
using the wrinals,

Sowho is doing all this peeping?

Mr Chua claimed that it is a group of about seven
men, in their 50s and 60s, who frequent Pearl’s Centre.

Most are retirees and they would stand at the urinals
forlong periods, peeping at other men, he said.

Sometimes, two of the men would go into one cubi-
cle.

Mr Chua said: "On several occasions, I've seen two
pairs of legs in one cubicle. Something is definitely
happening inside there.”

In such instances, he believes the peep holes may be
used by other men to peep at the goings-on in the
cubicles.

Ithasbeenlike this for years, said Mr Chua.

The peak period for these men is from 7pm, after
most shops have closed. They would normally disap-
pear by 9pm, he added.

But on weekends, they could come as early as 4pm
and “spend hours” in the toilet.

An employee in another shop, who only wanted to
be known as Eric, 42, said that he has got used to the
incidents in the toilet.

“Aslongas they (other men) don’t approach me I’ m
fine with it,” said Eric, who has been working in Pear]
Centre for more than 10 vears,

He claimed he had walked in on men hugging and
touchingeachother in the toilet.

" I've seen two pairs
of legs in cubicle

When they see him, they would immediately pre-
tend to be combing their hair and tidying thernselves in
front of the mirror.

He would walk our and pretend he didn't see any-
thing, he said.

“] feel uncomfortable with what the men were doing
right in front of me,” he said.

He said he has got used to the fact that the toilet is
frequented by “ah peks”.

He added: “They don’t disturb me because they
Iknow I'm working in the centre and am not interested.”

But Mr Chua is not as tolerant. He complained that
the men were messy and would leave toilet paper on
the floor.

He added that the cleaning lady resigned about a
month ago because she could not bear to clean the floor
in the mornings.

He alse claimed that over the years, the security
guards had been called several times to stop the men,
but added that “you can't prove or stop this type of
thing”.

‘Don't know anything’

Mr Chua and Eric were the only two of the seven
people approached who were willing to talk about the
peep holes. The others claimed they did not know
anything,

The New Paper observed that the toilet was relative-
ly clean yesterday, but Mr Chua said this was only
because it had been cleaned up after a Shin Min Daily
News reporton Wednesday.

Obscene drawings and telephone numbers were
scribbled on the cubicle walls.

Mr Chua said that the “ah peks” who frequented the
toilet had not shown up since the Shin Min repuort.

‘This is the larger of two male toilets on the second
floor, but there are no signs directing people to it.

All the signs point to another smaller toilet, which is
cleaner. It costs 10 cents to use the toilets in Pearl's
Centre.

The other toilets did not have this “problem”, said
Mr Chua.

The management of Pearl's Centre did not reply to
queries on the shop owners' claims by press time.



