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Hand, foot and mouth disease (HFMD), the usually mild childhood illness which brings fever and

rashes, has resurfaced with a vengeance. The number of cases zipped past the 'epidemic warning'

level of 500 cases a week in the first two weeks of this month.  The Ministry of Health (MOH) noted

on its website that 517 children came down with it in the first week of the month and 559 in the

week following. The number tailed off slightly to 496 at the end of last week, bringing the tally

in the first 11 weeks of this year to 4,269 cases. This was 15 per cent more than the 3,705 for the

corresponding 11 weeks last year. �


