
Economist s call for the poor to
share toilets stinks netizens say
He Hulfeng in Shenzhen
A renowned mainland economist
has been under fire in the twoweeks

since he suggested on his blog that
government subsidised flats should
have communal rather than individ
ual toilets

Academic Mao Yushi 80 of the
Beijing based Unirule Institute of
Economies said communal toilets
would deter officials and their fam
ilies from abusingpolicyloopholes to
snap up subsidised homes————

Low rent housing should not
have private toilets In this way rich
folkwon twant to buy such flats he
said contending that the better on
would not settle for a communal

toilet if they could afford not to He
claimed in the posting that one ofhis
friends had abused his official power
tobuyasubsidisedhomeforhimself

But netizens reacted strongly to
MrMao s suggestion saying he was
an advocate of discrimination

against the poor
Ofmore than 73 000 respondents

to an ongoing online survey since
Thursday nearly 70 per cent were
against the idea saying a private toi
let was an essential right for every
human being including the poor

In Mr Mao s world civilisanoi
has gonebackwards Inmodemsoci
ety you hardly ever hear of the poor
having to dowithout a private toilet
one netizen said

Another asked Mr Mao Are you
telling the world that this is about
socialism with Chinese characteris
tics Do you mean our nation is just
somewhere thepoordeservenothing
but a roomwithout aprivate toilet

In response to the online uproar
Mr Mao posted another article on
Monday saying that lower construc
tion standards for cheap flats were
also discrimination against the poor
but also benefited them

He said low cost housing should
come without private toilets to pre
vent some rich and influential people
frombuyingcheap housing intended
exclusively for the poor

If living conditions are bad in
low rent housing rich folks won t

occupy such apartments and would
instead turn to commercial
apartments

But analysts said it would be
unfair for the poor to buy subsidised
housing without private toilets and
that such property might still be
sought by the rich

Liu Kaiming founder of Shen
zhen s Institute of Contemporary
Observation saidMrMao lacked un
derstanding and concern for people

If he visited the delta and talked
to people hewould see tn3t privatp
toilet is abasic requirementand right
for everyone including migrant
workers and the poor We would call
a factorya sweatshop ifit didnothave
enough individual toilets Mr Liu

said He also misunderstands why
the richbuylow costhousing Wesee
many officials and their rich friends
own subsidised housing through
abuse ofpowerorbribes Theywill try
anything to get the flat no matter
whether it has a private toilet or not
They won t live in the apartment
theywill just sublet it to the poor

GaoHaiyan aresearcherinurban
development at the ShenzhenAcad
emyofSocial Sciences said that only
transparency and supervision could
stopmmipt officials from nrnipying
low costhousing

He said that making officials
declare theirassetswouldhelp tokick
the rich out of such housing not
building flats without toilets


