
Guards lose

modesty to
answer call
of nature
Agnes Lam

Security guards at the Beas Biver
equestrian event venue in Hong
Kong say a lack of toilet facilities is
forcing them to answer the call of
nature in the open air

They say female modesty has
been abandoned and they have to
canywaste vrifh them in plastic bags
before disposingofit in rubbish bins

Aguardat the SheungShuivenue
givingher name onlyasMs Lee said
there had been temporary toilets
around the sprawling site but they
had all been removed days before
Vice President Xi Jinping s CifiV
visit to Hong Kong this month and
notbeen replaced

Now all the workers had to use a
toilet at the front gate whichwas up
to an hour s walk from the more re
mote parts ofthe site

It takesme aboutanhourtowalk
to and frommypost just for a toilet
trip We men andwomen have no
choice and have to do it in the open
air she said

Many female security guards
don t care about privacy anymore
We have to bringmany plastic bags
with us when going to work as we
have toputused tamponsandtissues
in plastic bags before disposing of
them into trash cans

Ourworkinghours areverylong
as we have to show up earlier for se
curity checks before and afterwork I
should work 12 hours a day from

7am till 7pm But myworking hours
are at least 13 5 every day because of
the checks she said

It is just humiliating We just
want to make a contribution to this
big event Yet we are treated worse
than the horses and our working
environment is disastrous due to hu
man stupidity

Some security guards had re
signed over the poorworking condi
tions MsLee said

Organising secretary of the Hong
Kong Buildings Management and
SecurityWorkers General Union Li
Hoi said he had received complaints
from some workers at the Sheung
Shuivenue lalsoheardthatsecurity
guards at the Sha Tin venues had
complained about long working
hours due to security checks before
and afterwork he said

LamWoon kwung chief execu
tive of the Hong Kong Equestrian
Company said staff turnover had
beenhigherthan expected butthere
had been nomass resignations

Hesaid securityworkat thevenue
required workers to stay in outdoor
areas fora long time and stressed the
company cared about workers wel
fare verymuch and had already had
meetingswith securitycompanies

Aspokeswoman for the company
said turnoverwasexpectedtobehigh
due to the hotweather

More than 1 000 security guards
had been recruited to tackle the

problem she said


