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WATZUP?

Rejoice with big savings from Whirlpool!

5VGS3SHGKQ

(Promotion from now till 31 Jan 2004 only. While stocks last.)

WBM35W

Now$799 Now$749$1,888
U.P.

Now$1,588

6EDOGTKXKQ

WBM39X - $899
WBM46W - $1,149

WWT24 - $849

$2,799
U.P.

Now$2,588

The only 8.5kg and
7kg washer with
built-in heater

HARPERS TRADING (S) PTE LTD Consumer Durable Division • Available at Best Denki, Courts, Harvey Norman, Safe Superstore.
Call for a dealer near you at 6391 0510/29. Showroom: 103 Kallang Avenue #03-01/02  AIS Industrial Building, Singapore 339504. Service hotline: 6391 0522/38/39.

Free Microwave oven
AVM541 worth $128

WWT22

Free installation of
Copper Tubing up to 3m.

WBM39W - $939
WBM46X - $1,249

Stink is everyone’s business

by Ian DeCotta
ian@newstoday.com.sg

THE most auspicious day in the WTO calendar
was two days ago: It was World Toilet Day.
Shame on you if you didn’t observe the occa-
sion. I did, swigging beer with friends into the

wee hours of the morning. 
Those who imbibe the golden nectar will tell you that

apart from getting you piss drunk, beer has the ability to
trigger your bladder’s release valve.

If you drink beer the whole night and find no need to
visit the toilet, I advise you to see a doctor, pronto.
There is a possibility that you are either some kind of
weirdo from an unknown planet or worse, that you have
somehow lost your bladder.

Singapore is the headquarters of the WTO and, in
case you didn’t know that, WTO stands for the World
Toilet Organisation. 

Surprised? I have to admit that until I stumbled upon
a news report on World Toilet Day, it had somehow
slipped my mind that two years ago the WTO made head-
lines when it was launched here.

I mean, it’s not as if there has been any breaking
news over the last two years to remind me that it exists. 

Headlines like “World toilet chief calls for freer bowel
movement” or “WTO secretary-general proclaims the
inalienable right of every individual, including convicted
terrorists, to wee-wee” would have definitely etched the
WTO into my mind. But there was none of that.

The aim of the WTO is something the ordinary person
can relate to, unlike that of its acronym-sake, the World
Trade Organisation, which is a little too alien to regular
folk and which, in my opinion, deals with sewage of

another kind.
Talk to the heartlander on issues of free trade agree-

ments and farm subsidies and he will probably tell you
that the only trade he is familiar with is the trade-in deals
for the latest mobile phones. 

Subsidy? “Hospital subsidised rates, lor!”

Tell him that the WTO is advocating cleaner toilets
and he will say: “It’s about time, man. The toilet should
always be ‘stinkless’ because everyone knows that it is
the one place where you can be focused and think
straight.” Well, not necessarily doing it straight, though. 

Most creative people will tell you that they get most of
their brilliant ideas when they are in the toilet doing
their thing. Somehow, when relieving themselves, their
minds get cleared, too. 

Don’t believe me? The next time you are out with
friends, observe the number of times someone has a sug-
gestion, recalls something interesting or has a great idea
after visiting the toilet.

The WTO issued a press release with the headline,
“It’s everybody’s business” on World Toilet Day calling
on all and sundry to help keep public toilets clean.

Among the 10 things it encouraged people to do is
“Give suggestions to the toilet owner on how to make
the toilet more cheerful and user-friendly”.

This is a good point and our first target should be cof-
fee shops. 

We should tell the owners of these places that their
toilets should not only be clean but must also have piped-
in music and mini TV sets in the stalls.

And the next time you visit a public toilet, don’t just
pay 10 cents to the toilet owner. Get into a tête-à-tête with
him and come up with ideas on how to improve his toi-
let. 

I am serious, think of ideas to improve the local toilet
environment and the WTO will take them up at the
World Toilet Summit in Beijing next year. 

That is when the bottoms … I mean the heads of toilet
organisations around the world will gather to discuss
ways to take the stink out of loos. 

For more information, log onto www.worldtoilet.org.

This is a weekly column on the lighter side of life.

Great ideas flourish when
toilet air smells good


