Sensor taps
here to stay

Despite grouses, sensor
taps can shave off up to
30 percent in water
<costs for mail owners
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tis a common scene ini public loos:
People waving their hands-below,
above and around the tap fo make
the sensor inside spout water 5o they

Despite being supposediy easy to use,
‘many people using loos-at imalls and other
places cxperience diffieuty. sing sensot

the basin, irt front of the tap's neck.
Engineer Derrick Lec, 46; who works far
Rigel, a local company which speciatises in
senisot technology; says: “The taps will not
smseanyﬂungifmp\myourhandsdi—
the noazle, as €y sensors are

ly yat Lhe nieck of the'tay

As for thie strength of witer flow!and

“how tong it spouts forth, LifeStyle tested

several taps and foumd that some taps such
at Junction 8 and Pl Singagpze

trepoint spurt water at two-second inter-
vals.
Mr Lee notes that the cut-off feature of

sensor taps~ i Which the water stops after
2 yermd of time - was lnt(odwced o pré

“I have to

L Dy up to:30 per cent.”

wait for the Indeed, many- shopping
all, s water to flow  malls told LifeStyle that they
there is water, the flow 100 ot about switched from the old tum-on

feeble - or  too

t4ps to sensor ones as they are

Tived to dl .mmeuhands pmpr three to four  more hygienic - users do not
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Cook Andy Lai, 30, uys has already left germs on —and
“The 1 s Gity Shep. - My hands are el o e watr,
ping et are v good be.  clean. VivoCity
cause there’s too little water Cook Andy Lai on ”(:ompared 1o convenﬂonal

i
tated because I have to move from one tap
to another before 1 can get one that
works.”
- However, theré is  trick to using the
sensomps
‘tend to wavE or shike theit hands
dimc(ly under the nozzles, but this is
wrong. They need to put their hands in

sensor taps at Raffles
Sy Smpﬂpi“g Centre : OGS, motion semardtm .

‘mgpe iiserriendly, an
s In corlsérving our vl
sources.”

She dectines to give figures bitt says:
“We have had savings from tising motion
sensor taps in terins of both maintenance
axid water bills.”

A spokesman for. property developer
Capitaland, which owns 15 shopping
malls here, also did hot give figures but

agteed, saying:
ter consumption in tests of cubic metres

after we installed thé new sensor tap for
Jun

junction § and Piaza Singapura.”

Amessage ata
faulty sink at
Ngee Ann City
(above)
cautions mall
patrons against
using its sensor
tap. Although
the public have
been seeing red
over sensor
taps that do not
work, mall
owners say they
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She added: “They are also more hygenic
as users need not have direct contact with
the taps

Engineer Mr Lee adds another advan-
tage to the new sensor tap: “It also keeps
the area cleaner and drier as users do not
need to touch the tap, and do not splash
water over its neck."

For those reasons, some people prefer us-
ing sensor taps.

Sandy Lim, a 19-year-old student, says:
“I may take a longer time to wash my
hands now, but at least I don’t have to
touch the taps, which makes my hands
cleaner.”
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