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Crusader for
better loos
honoured

Jack Sim wins
first Social
Entrepreneur of
the Year award

By MARIA ALMENOAR
& Lynn Kan

YOU could say he
“flushed” out the competi-
tion.

Singapore’s crusader
for clean toilets, Mr Jack
Sim, 49, was honoured as
Singapore’s first Social En-
trepreneur of the Year last
night.

He beat three other fi-
nalists to win a trip to the
World Economic Forum
and the Annual Global
Summit for Social Entre-
preneurs to be held in
Switzerland next year.

As owner of a building
materials company, Mr
Sim was concerned about
how little thought was put

into the design and proper
usage of toilets.

In 2001, he founded the
World Toilet Organis-
ation, which now has 50
member organisations
worldwide and holds fo-
rums twice a year.

Locally, as president of
the Restroom Association
of Singapore, Mr Sim has
promoted clean toilets and
better toilet designs with
star ratings for tip-top
toilets.

Recently, he helped
ease queues in women’s
loos by gushmg for a re-
vised co ractice for
environmental health, re-
quiring all new bulldlngs
to have as many loos for
women as for men, if not
more.

Said Mr Sim: ‘“The
cause has been recognised
and legitimised and that’s
more important than me
winning.”

The award, honouring
those with sharp business
skills and a kind heart, was

VICTORY IN STAMP OF LEGITIMACY

"The cause has been recognised
and legitimised and that's more
important than me winning."”

MR JACK SIM, 49, who in 2001 founded the World Toilet
Organisation, which now has 50 member organisations

AREALINNOVATOR

“He had enormous impact with his
idea — billions of people are
affected. And he did everything on
a shoestring budget. He's a real
innovation model for Singapore.”

launched by the Switzer-
land-based Schwab Foun-
dation for Social Entrepre-
neurship together with
The Straits Times.

Straits Times editor
Han Fook Kwang said the
newspaper was very hap-
py to supyflort the awards
because the participants
had wonderful, inspira-
tional stories to tell.

He said The Straits
Times wanted to use its
reach and influence.to do
its bit for the community.

Schwab Foundation
managing director Pamela
Hartigan, who was one of
the judges, found Mr Sim’s
story particularly inspir-
ing.

“He had enormous im-
pact with his idea — bil-
lions of people are affect-
ed. And he did everything
on a shoestring budget,”
she said.

“He’s a real innovation
model for Singapore.”

The award ceremony,
held at the Raffles City
Convention Centre, was
attended by 110 guests.

The guest of honour,
Minister for Community
Development, Youth and
Sports Vivian Balakrish-
nan, said the ComCare En-
terprise Fund, which pro-
vides seed funding for
viable businesses with a
social objective, has to
date approved $4.8 mil-
lion for 48 proposals.

He urged the business
community to look for op-
portunities with voluntary
welfare organisations and
charities as these organis- -
ations seek opportunities
in the business arena.

“There can be much to
be gained from synergy,”

DR PAMELA HARTIGAN, Schwab Foundation managing BRI
director and one of the judges mariaa@sph.com.sg
com.sg
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