Cleaners need to buck up too

the view that hawkers play a

big part when it comes to hy-
giepe in food preparation and
maintaining the cleanliness of
their stalls.

However, the National Envi-
ronment Agency (NEA) should
also look into how cleaners per-
form their duties.

NEA dnd cleaning compa-
nies should pay more attention
to educating cleaners.

Cleaners need to be aware
that they are also responsible
for the cleanliness of a hawker
centre.

Below are a few unhygienic
practices by cleaners:

I CANNOT agree more with

El Using one cloth to wipe
tables without rinsing it
Most cleaners use the same
cloth for hours.

T have seen some use clean-

ing cloths to wipe stools.

I wonder if they know that
bacteria can be airborne.

Even if a cloth is rinsed, it is
not done with soap. It is still the
same dirty piece of cloth, which
does not make things better.

A | Putting pails on stools
when clearing food debris
This is done while patrons are
eating at the table.

It is unhygienic as pails can
be oily and their contents some-
times smell.

Instead of carrying pails
around, cleaners should be provid-
ed with pushcarts for the collec-
tion of refuse and used crockery.

%1 Unwillingness to clear dirty
tables-

At times, some cleaners refuse
to clear tables even at the pa-
trons’ request.

"They will say that a particu-
lar area or table is not their re-
sponsibility.

| Washing of floors and
toilets

Cleaners wash floors and toilets
in hawker centres by splashing
water everywhere.

This just leaves the floor wet
and it gets dirty again when peo-
ple move around.

The level of cleanliness in
hawker-centre toilets is
unacceptable.

T have seen one which was up~
graded just three months earli-
er, but which looked as if it had
been used for years without
maintenance.

Do cleaning companies en-
sure that toilets are well-main-
tained?

Last but not least, patrons
need to ensure that they do not

fill crockery with used tissne
paper.

They can help by not littering
and throwirig rubbish into dust~
bins. . '

If we want a safe and clean
environment, everyone must do.
their part. -
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