Heavier penalties for litterbugs

¥ By JEruyn Crow

LITTERBUGS will have to pay heavier
fines in a move by the Government to
curb the problem.

trom April 1, first-time offenders
will pay $300 - ot $100 more - for fail-
ing to disposc of small items such as
cigarette butts, car parking coupon
tabs and sweet wrappers in litter bins.

Those who do it again will also face
harsher penalties. Besides having to
pick up rubbish in public under a Cot-
rective Work Order (CWO), they could
also face fines of up to $5,000.

The harsher penalties, revised for
the first time in 10 years, are part of
the National Environment Agency's
(NEA) drive to maintain public cleanli-
ness in Singapore, including at hawker
centres and in public toilets.

The littering problem in Singapore
has worsened. A record 33,164 litter-
bugs were caught last year, cight times
the 3,800-plus nabbed in 2005. Many
were young men.

About 94 per cent of Titterbugs are
smokers who drop their cigarette
Dbutts. Aboul 80 per cent were men,
~withmore than half under 30 years old.

Acknowledging that Singapore has
yet to avercome this anti-social behav-
jour, Minister for the Environment and
Water Resources Yaacob Ibrahim said
penalties “must act as effective deter-
Tents”.

He was responding to calls by Mr
Charles Chong (Pasir Ris-Punggol
GRC) and Mr Ong Kian Min (Tampines
GRC) to step up efforts to combat the
littering scourge.

Dr Yaacob said the NEA would re-
view the need t6 beef up punitive meas-
ures to arrest the problem.

Besides the new fines, enforcement
officers will continue to target littering
hot spots, such as shopping belts, bus
stops and parks in areas like Geylang,
Little India and Chinatown. N

Beyond the punishments, Dr Yadcob
urged people to do their part to keep
Singupore clean.

The NEA will launch a new national
cleanliness campaign in the middle of
this year, via Lhe grassrouls, schools
and Pusinesses to promote the habit of
Keeping places clean.

Mr Howard Shaw, executive direc-
tor of the Singapore Environment
Council, said the move to raise penal-
ties was “unfortunate, but necessary”.

“Public shaming via the CWO has
not stopped more people lrom litler-
ing, so we have to hit them where it
hurts most - their pockets.”

Mr Shaw added that a public cam-
paign was essential to change people’s
attitudes and behaviour,

NEA will also continue to improve
hawker centres and public toilets.

‘o date, 71 food centres have been
upgraded. Eight arc now getting a
facelift, with 32 more in the pipeline

Dr Yaacob said this would ensure
hawker centres continued to provide @
clean, hygienic and pleasant dining en-
vironment.

In his reply to a call from Madam Ho
Geok Choo {West Coast GRC} to look
into huwker hygiene, he said 86 per
cent of 5,000 or so cooked food stalls
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Senior Parliumentary Secretary (En-
vironment and Water Resources) Amy
Khor also outlined how NEA will con-
tinue to police public hygiene and clean-
Liness with a strict licensing regime for
food outlets and supporting a nation-
wide drive to have clean public toilets.

She said NEA would continue its
pactnership with The Strails Times and
the Singapore Kindness Movement in
the Goodness Gracious Me! project to
get customers to return their trays af-
ter meals. She said the four-month-old
campaign would be rolled out to more
hawker centres later this year.



