[.ess construction noise
on public holidays

By EsTHER AU YONG

T HE National Environ-
ment Agency (NEA) is
clamping down on noise
pollution.

It will introduce rules to regu-
late construction noise, said
Minister for the Environment
and Water Resources Yaacob [b-
rahim yesterday, responding to
issues raised by Members of Par-
liament in the Committee of
Supply debate on the Budget es-
timates for the Ministry of the En-
vironment and Water Resources.

Construction sites within
150m of residential areas, which
start work from Sept 1, will not
be allowed to carry out construc-
tion activities between 10pm on
the eve of a Sunday or public holi-
day, and 10am the next day.

The NEA will extend this pro-
hibition to the entire day on Sun-
days and public holidays for
such sites that start work from
Sept 1 next year,

Dr Yaacob said: “The NEA

consulted the industry and oth-
er stakeholders on measures to
minimise construction-noise
nuisance, while allowing con-
struction to keep pace with de-
velopment.”

The NEA will implement the
changes progressively to give
the construction industry sufli-
cient time to adjust, he added.

It will also tighten the noise
standards for new and in-use ve-
hicles, to levels that are about
twice the volume of normal
speech, which registers 50 deci-
bels (dBA). From Oct 1, the ac-
ceptable limits for new vehicles,
depending on their type, will be
lowered from between 99 dBA
and 107dBA, to between 94dBA
and 100dBA. _

For in-use vehicles, the new
standards - lowered to between
99dBA and 107dBA - will be ef-
fective from April 1 next year.

The NEA will also tighten
the penalty regime for food-hy-
giene offences from next month.

It will raise the minimum
composition sum for food-hy-

gienc offences from $100 to be-
tween $200 and $400. Food
handlers working for suspended
licensees will have to retake and
pass the Basic Food Hygiene
course before resuming work.

The NEA will also introduce
a voluntary accreditation
scheme for the cleaning indus-
try to raise ils standards. It is
consulting the industry on the
proposed scheme and expects to
complete consullations by the
end of the year.

It is also considering estab-
lishing a Public Hygiene Coun-
cil to improve hygiene stand-
ards in the community.
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