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NUH said a rigorous hand hygiene regime and the active screening for MRSA among patients are the

key reasons for its success in reducing infection rates. The hospital now swabs about 70 per cent

of all ward admissions and 96 per cent of all intensive care unit and high dependency admissions

for MRSA.  From July, it will also start to screen nearly every patient, said Associate Professor

Dale Fisher, chairman of the NUH Infection Control Committee. Screening patients on admission for

the bacteria will allow the hospital to know whether they caught the bug in hospital if they become

infected. The exceptions will be children and patients from the obstetrics and gynaecology

department, as their rate of infection is already very low, said Dr Fisher.�


