School toilets dirty and smelly

Y CHILD started attend-
ing primary school this
year.

Regrettably., 1 discovered
how dirty and smelly the toilets
in his school are.

The volume of water released
from a cistern when it is flushed
appears to be restricted.

While this is probably a wa-
ter-conservation measure, the
volume is inadequate and the
flush is likely not strong encugh
to get rid of waste.

It is probably also responsi-
ble for the strong stench of
urine in the toilets.

Similarly, the water pressure
of taps at wash basins is weak.

Water comes out of the taps in a
trickle.

Children are ulways in a hur-
1y to juin their friends.

It is hard to cxpect them to
stand al the wash hasin for a
good two minutes to make sure

their hands are thoroughly

washed.

The anti-slip mats in the toi-
lets are also grimy.

1 have doubts about the {re-
quency with which washing and
disinfucting is carried oul In
these toilets.

It is no wonder that some
children would rather control
the urge to visit the toilet until
they get home,

In contrast, the teachers’ toi-
lets are sparkling clean, with a
strong flow of water from cis-
terns and taps. There is even a
deodoriser.

What T saw was not an isolat-
ed case us 1 checked the toilets
over several weekends when I
took my son for enrichment
classes.

My colleagues say that toilets
in their children's schools are no
better, secondary schools includ-
ed.

With the world on the brink
of a pundemic and all the calls
being made for the public to
practise good personal hygiene,
I urge the authorities to look in-

to this matter urgently as school
toilets are frequented by thou-
sands of children daily.
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